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clude lands located within the boundary of any incorporated city or
town, lands not included within a soil conservation district, or lands
embraced in another watershed conservation district.
SECTION 38. Formation of the district shall be initiated by the
filing of a petition with the board of supervisors of the soil conserva-
tion district within the proposed conservation district. The petition
must be signed by twenty-five or more freeholders in the proposed
district. If there are less than fifty landowners within the proposed
district, then a majority of the landowners may file a petition with
the board asking that a watershed conservation district be organized
to function in the area described in the petition. The petition shall set
forth and define the boundaries of the proposed district, the number
of acres involved, reasons for requesting the creation of the district
and any other information pertinent to the proposal.
SECTION 39. (a) Within thirty days after the petition has been
filed with the board of supervisors of the soil conservation district,
it shall cause due notice to be given of a hearing upon the question
of the desirability and necessity, in the interest of the public health,
safety, and welfare, of the creation of the watershed conservation
district. All interested parties shall have the right to attend the hear-
ing and to be heard. If it shall appear at the hearing that other lands
should be included in the petition or that lands included in the petition
should be excluded, the board of supervisors may permit such inclu-
sion or exclusion, provided the land area involved still meets the re-
quirements of Section 37 of this act.
(b) If it appears upon the hearing that it may be desirable to in-
clude within the proposed watershed conservation district territory
outside of the area within which due notice of the hearing has been
given, the hearing shall be adjourned and due notice of a further
hearing shall be given throughout the entire area considered for in-
clusion in the proposed watershed conservation district, and such fur-
ther hearing shall be held. After final hearing, if the board of super-
visors of the soil conservation district determines, upon the facts pre-
sented at the hearing and upon other available information, that there
is need, in the interest of the public health, safety, and welfare, for a
watershed conservation district to function in the territory considered
at the hearing, it shall make and record such determination, and shall
define the area but the description need not be given by metes and
bounds but the description shall be deemed sufficient if generally ac-


